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A soldier in the battle to retain the lost enterprise

Yasmin Begum

Yasmin Begum, living at Dasatwa village of Shariatpur municipality, is currently 40 years
old. She tied the knot with Muktar Hossain Kazi about 25 years ago and came to Shariatpur
from Dhaka Jinjira. During these 25 years, she has been working with Muktar Hossain Kazi
as a pioneer in the production of Shariatpur's traditional brass utensils. Yasmin Begum's
husband Mr. Muktar Hossain has been doing this business since the early days. But due to
time, this industry is dying in Shariatpur. Even so, Yasmin & Muktar did not give up this
business. They struggle a lot to make sustained this industry at Dasartta village. SDS started a
loan program in 2000 by forming a women's association in Dasartta village to keep this
brassware industry active. Then Yasmin Begum first took 15,000 taka as loan from SDS and
started to expand the business. In 2019, Yasmin Begum took a loan of Tk 3 lakh from SDS.
Currently 7 workers are working in their factory. During this period, under the Sustainable
Enterprise Project (SEP), he took a loan of Tk 20 lakh from SDS and started expanding her
business. She bought 2 hydraulic machines, polishing machine, tools used in the production
of different types of brass products, etc after taking this loan. As a result, the productivity of
his factory increased manifold. At present, it is possible to produce more products in less time
with fewer workers. Apart from this, its shabby condition factory has been improved with the
help of SEP activities. As a result, environmental improvement has been achieved in addition
to increasing productivity in the enterprise — used coal management, first-aid box, installation
of solar panels, fire extinguisher, safe electrical wiring, clean and safe drinking water, acid
water drainage system, use of transparent sheets, exhaust ventilation system, hygienic Toilet
etc. This has created a better working environment in the initiative. Currently, the
manufactured products are sold in Chittagong, Dhaka, Barisal and Madaripur through mobile
marketing and the website of SEP Metallic Utensils. It will play a supporting role in the
development of this enterprise through the development of market system and creation of
market linkages.



